
The Archaeology of York The Small Finds 17/12 

CRAFT, INDUSTRY AND EVERYDAY LIFE 











































































































































































































































































































































































































8102 Sub-rectangular, sawn at both ends L.22.4, W.17.0, 
T.2.8mm 1976-9.13.X, 5245 sf1928 (PS) 

Tooth plate roughout 
8103 Blank, group 2, for a composite comb, rectangular, 

edges and faces cut square L.26.5, W.13.7, T.3.4mm 
1973-5.13.Hl/IV, 1210 sf2943 (PIA) 

8104 Blank, group 2, for composite comb, ends and sides 
squared off L.38.3, W.24.4, T.4.0mm 1978-9.14.H, 1979-
80.14.IV, 1712 sf594 (P3) 

Combs 

Composite single-sided 

Side plates 
8105 r:ragment, of piano-convex section, broken at both 

ends across rivet holes, tapering from one end which 
is decorated with incised lines L.42.4, W.17.1, T.5.7mm 
1973-5.13.lll/IV, 1131 sf861 (P1A) 

8106 Irregular section, sub-rectangular, tapering towards 
one end, each end roughly broken, one across rivet 
hole L.25.6, W.16.6, T.5.0mm 1973-5.13.lll/IV, 1210 
sf2945 (PIA) 

Tooth plate 
8107 Roughly broken at one end, three teeth broken off 

L.30.0, W.20.1, T.3.1mm 1976-9.13.X, 7591 sf2828 (P3) 

Tooth 
8108 Fragment, broken off at the upper end L.12.0, W.2.1, 

T.1.2mm 1978-9.14.11, 1979-80.14.IV, 1505B sf958 (P6) 
8109 Broken off at upper end L.21.4, W.3.0, T.2.0mm 1976--

9.13.X, 5292 sf2150 (P7) 

Pin 
8110 Shank fragment, upper end broken awny, of oval sec­

tion, tapering to tip, extreme tip broken off L.45.9, 
W.6.0, T.4.4mm 1973-5.13.lli/IV, 1055 sf738 (P7) 

?Stringed instrument 
8111 Incomplete, both ends pnrtially broken, one edge also 

broken, of piano-convex section, with broad central 
diagonal groove with a square perforation to either 
side L.l6.0, W.9.5, T.3.7mm 1976-9.13.X, 5345 sf2113 
(P7) (Fig .938) 

Finds from The Bedern Chapel (1980.20) 

Bone 

Comb tooth 
8118 

Pin 
X11 Y 
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Bc\·clled at lower end , broken nff ill upper end 1..24.5, 
W.l.9, T.1.7mm 9014 sf79 (P9) 

Broken ill tip, milde from strip nf long bone, modified 
hcild, cu t flilt ill the end , ilnd sub- trapezoidu lly shilpcd 
L.82 .6, T3. lmm; heild : L.8.9, W.l2.6, T.4.0mm Y0-11 
sf96 (1'9) 

Gaming pieces 
8112 Disc or counter, made from tine with a central perfor­

ation, one face smooth apart from a few cut mnrks, 
other face roughly sawn 0.19.4, T.7.6mm 1976-9.13.X, 
7075 sf2599 (P7) 

Tine utilised as a wedge 
8113 Made from split tine, sawn off at base, oblique facet 

cuts at upper end forming wedge L.103.5, W.26.2, 
T.12.3mm 1973-5.13JII/IV, 1210 sf3523 (PIA) 

Ivory 

Comb 
8114 One-piece comb made of elephant ivory, double­

sided, majority of teeth broken off, of bi-convex sec­
tion, with elaborately moulded ends and broad 
median zone, seven teeth per 10mm on one side, nine 
per lOmm on other L.77.3, W.33.1, T.4.9mm 1978-
9.14.11, 1979-80.14.1V, 1156 sf266 (PB)(Figs.898-9) 

Handles 
81 15 Socketcd, made of elephant ivory,split into two pieces, 

of sub-hexagonal section, both ends cut square, one 
solid, other with socket retaining fragments of an iron 
tang L.52.9, W.12.9, T.11.2mm 1976-9.13.X, 7134sf2563 
(P5) (Fig .927) 

8116 Socketed, made of elephant ivory, fragment, one end 
broken off, of lozenge-shaped section, with longitudi ­
nal grooves on two edges, surviving end cut square, 
tapering sligh tly to broken end. Part of the iron tang 
still survives, and there are traces of an end cap L.58.5, 
W.15.8, T.11.0mm 1976- 9.13.X, 6174 sf2444 (P7) 
(Fig.927) 

8117 Sca le handle and blade. Handle comprises one ivory 
sca le plate, one short ivory plate and part of another 
plate of amber. Blade in two pieces which do not join; 
probably had a st raight back which curved down 
towards the tip, now missing; cutting edge convex; 
inlaid (tin) cutler's mark; pierced twice at the rear. 
Tang incomplete; widens; one non-ferrous (brass) 
rivet L.140.0; blilde: L.85.0, W.18.0, T.4.0mm 1978-
9.14.11, 1979-80.14.IV, 1267 sf261 (P6) 

Handle 
8120 

Antler 

Waste 

Tine 

8121 

Sca le handle plates with chamfered edges attached by 
three ferrous rivets; handle widens to the end where it 
is rounded. Blade incomplete; bolster between blade 
and tang L.123.0; blade: L.42.0, W.16.0, T.4.0mm 9022 
sf143 (P9) 

Tip, Silwn off at lower end 0 .19.0, L.58.3mm 9059 sf146 
(P7) 



Finds from 2 Aldwark (1978-80.14) 

Bone 

Writing equipment 

Styli (or parchment prickers) 
8122 Made from strip of long bone of la rge ungulate, wi th 

g lobula r head, collar below, shaft tapering to the tip 
which retains traces of the iron point, upper part of 
shaft decorated with bands of incised lines 0.7.0, 
L.84.0mm; head : 0 .7.6mm 3073 sf776 (PA3) (Figs.930-
1) 

8123 Made from compact bone, probably cattle tibia o r 
metata rsal , with ovoid head, double colla r below, shaft 

tapering to the tip which reta ins traces of an iron point 
0 .5.6, L.80.4 mm; head : 0.7.4mm 3047 sf807 (P/\3) 
(F ig 931) 

Tuning peg 
8124 Incomplete, lower end broken across perfor;Jtion close 

to squared tip. The upper end is sub-lozenge shaped, 
of rectangular section, the top cut square, with notches 
below, the central sha ft is of ci rcu la r section, tapering 
towa rds the lower end 0.6.7, L.52.0mm; upper end : 
W.7.8, T.6.0mm 3006 sf624 (PAS) (Fig.936) 
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Finds from 46-54 Fishergate (1985--6.9) 

Bone 

Waste 
8125 Rib of ca ttle, both ends broken. Along thinner edge of 

bone, several notches have been cut, leaving three 
tooth-like projections L.113.5, W.35.3, T.7.0mm u /s 
sf8649 (Fig.879) 

8126 Split cattle rib offcuts (three), one irregularly shaped, 
two rectangular, each with one end cut, other end 
broken L.35.5, W.18.4, T.2.4mm 3342 sf4427 (P6a) 

8127 Split rib offcuts (three), all irregularly shaped, all with 
one end cut L.18.6, W.17.8, T.2.9mm 4710 sf4447 (P6a) 

8128 Split rib, rec tangular, both ends cut L.17.0, W.12.8, 
T.3.2mm 3335 sf4983 (P6a) 

8129 Split ca ttle rib, irregularly shaped, one end and sides 
cut L.20.4, W.17.0, T.2.3mm 4716 sf5156 (P6a) 

8130 Split rib, irregularly shaped, one end cut L.43.1 , 
W.19.8, T.3.3mm 3334 sf5374 (P6a) 

8131 

8132 

8133 

8134 

8135 

8136 

8137 

8138 

8139 

8140 

8141 

8142 

Split rib, sub-rectangu lar, one end cut L.17.0, W.12.1 , 
T.2.4mm 5375 sf6031 (P6a) 

Split cattle rib, sub-rectangular, one end cut L.18.5, 
W.12.4, T.2.8mm 2259 sf6047 (P6a) 

Split ca ttle rib, irregularly shaped, two sides cut L.31.6, 
W.18.3, T.3.1mm 10084 sf651 6 (P6a) 

Split rib fragment, incomplete, sub-rectangular, ends 
and edges broken, with the remains of incised line 
decoration on one face L.42.7, W.14.4, T.2.0mm 5261 
sf8574 (P6a) 

Split cattle rib, rectangular, both ends sawn L.25.4, 
W.15.0, T.2.3mm 3352 sf8945 (P6a) 

Split ca ttle rib, sub-rectangular, one end cut L.34.4, 
W.11.5, T.3.2mm 5013 sf986 (P6a / b) 

Sp lit ca ttle rib, rec tangular, both ends cu t L.42.3, 
W.21.1, T.2.5mm 10054 sf3278 (P6a/b) 

Split ca ttle rib offcuts (two), both sub-rectangular wi th 
one end cut L.28.2, W.18.0, T.2.2mm 10085 sf4283 
(P6a / b) 

Split rib, irregularly shaped, both sides and one end 
cut L.35.5, W.13.5, T.2.9mm 5289 sf5320 (P6a/b) 

Scapula, irregu larly shaped, one side partia lly cut, 
partially broken L.26.5, W.21.9, T.7.3mm 3334 sf4613 
(P6a) 

Offcut of neural spine or transverse process of whale, 
irregularly shaped, tapering from one end w hich has 
been cut to other, sides cut, part of one face split off 
laterally L.103.1 , W.85.6, T.48.6mm 5261 sf8326 (P6a) 

Whale bone, sub-rectangular, of sub-piano-convex 
sect ion, having been split longitudinally. One end has 
been cut, the other end is unmodified L.88.9, W.52.9, 
T.35.3mm 1384 sf2358 (P7a) 

8143 Goat horncore offcut, sawn off at base, other end bro­
ken L.91.0, W.40.9, T.21.6mm 2205 sf6537 (P6a / b) 

8144 Goat horncore offcut, a sub-rectangular strip, one end 
cut, other end roughly broken L.30.3, W.16.9, T.3.5mm 
4023 sf326 (P7b) 

Toilet set 
8145 
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Made from a strip of long bone, comprising ea r scoop 
and hveezers, complete, apart from extreme tip of end 
which is scooped, w ith stem of circular section, bifur­
cating into a pair of blades of sub-rectangular sec tion 
wi th ends bevelled from one face. The whole object is 
highly polished L.65.9, W.7.4, T.6.4mm 7054 sf3057 
(P7a) (Fig.900) 

Finger-ring 
8146 Fragment, made from a section of large long bone, 

approximately half surviving, of semi-lenticular sec­
tion, turned, possibly unfinished finger-ring 0.28.2, 
W.6.1, T.2.9mm; internal diameter: D.20.0mm 4802 
sf5579 (P6a) 

Beads 
8147 Rosary bead made from a section of large long bone, 

irregularly globular, with perforation drilled at s light 
angle, situated very close to the side on one end facet, 
w hich has been broken at an angle 0.5.9, H.5.6mm 
3144 sf6213 (P6b) 

8148 Rosary bead made from a section of long bone, globu­
lar, end facets cut flat 0.10.1, H.S.Omm 3282 sf8175 
(P7a) 

8149 Perforated d isc made from a section of long bone, 
sub-discoidal, wi th large central perforation 0.13.6, 
H.2.0mm 8030 sf1850 (P7c) (Fig .904) 

Pins 
8150 Made from section of shaft of long bone, incomp lete, 

the upper end roughly broken away, the shank, which 
is of sub-ci rcula r section and is longitudinally faceted, 
tapers from the broken end to a tip 0.9.4, L.33.5mm 
4078 sf950 (P6b) 

8151 Unfinished, made from a pig fibula, head unmodified, 
shaft faceted longitudinally on both sides, tip incom­
plete L.l22.6, W.15.4, T.9.1mm 9100 sf7275 (u/s) 

Casket mount 
8152 Made from split ca ttle rib, incomplete, sub-rectangular, 

s lightly bevelled at one end, other end roughly broken 
transverse ly. There is a rivet hole close to the complete 
end, containing traces of a peg of organic material and 
the upper face is highly polished and decorated wi th 
incised cross-hatching of double lines L.39.0, W.17.4, 
T.1.5mm 5305 sf5663 (P6b) (Fig.) 

Needle 
8153 Incomplete, made from st rip of long bone, the upper 

end broken away through the eye. At the upper end, 
the shank is of bi-convex section, but thickens away 
from this end developing a ci rcular section, and tapers 
gradually to tip L.73.1, W.4.9, T.3.5mm 7035 sf2556 
(P6z) 

Handles 
8154 Socketed, made from cattle metacarpal, one end cut 

square, the other roughly broken away, a ll the surfaces 
appea r polished L.91.0, W.37.1, T.20.8mm 7079 sf4209 
(P6z) (Fig.927) 

8155 Made from two strips of long bone, of sca le tang knife, 
blade broken off at bottom of handle. The handle is 
made of two plates of piano-convex section, tapering 
from end towards blade, secured with three iron riv­
ets, and decorated with lozenge-shaped groups of 
small holes filled with tin / mercury amalgam (AML 
Report, January 1987). The end of the blade protrudes 
slightly beyond upper end of handle, and there is iron 
staining on some parts of the plates 0.12.6, L.83.7mm 
10002 sf2151 (P6c) (Fig.928) 

Scoop 
8156 Made from a sheep right tibia, with a facet cut at one 

end on one face with scoop cut out, obliquely angled. 
At other end, an oblique cut has been made to one side, 
producing hole. The whole object is highly polished 
L.147.9, W.23.4, T.17.0mm 7198 sf7564 (P6z) (Fig .929) 



Writing equipment 

Styli {or parchment prickers) 

Note: All sty li /parchment prickers are made from a strip of long 
bone and are of circular section unless otherwise stated 

8157 Spherical head with a single-ring collar just below, 
shaft tapering gradually to a point with traces of iron 
in the tip 0.4.2, L.64.2mm; head: 0.5.9mm 3218 sf3331 
(P6d) (Fig.930) 

8158 Circular head ofbi-convexsection, with a triple-ringed 
collar below. The shaft swells and then tapers to a 
double-ringed collar. Below this the shaft is straight to 
the tip which is cut squa re and holds the remains of an 
iron point. The stem is decorated all over with trans­
verse incised rings 0.7.4, L.66.9mm; head: 0.8.5mm 
3240 sf3813 (P6d) (Figs.930-1) 

8159 Incomplete, upper end roughly broken away, shaft 
with the remains of an iron point at the rounded tip 
0.5.4, L.53.7mm 1056 sf1 58 (P6z) 

8160 Incomplete, lower part of shaft and tip broken away, 
spherical head with double ring collar just below 
0.5.5, L.29.1mm; head : 0.8.3mm 1290 sf1243 (P6z) 

8161 Spherical head with a curved groove on one side of it. 
The tip has a sma ll facet cut on one side, and the 
remains of an iron point 0.4.3, L.76.3mm; head : 
0 .6.4mm u/s sf2894 (Fig.930) 

Toggles 
8162 

8163 

Dice 
8164 

Made from a pig right third metatarsal, unmodified 
apart from a central transverse perforation 0.14.8, 
L.52.8mm 3342 sf4437 (P6a) 
Incomplete, one end roughly broken away, unmodi­
fied apart from central transverse perforation L.46.7, 
W.16.1, T.15.0mm 5261 sf5196 (P6a) 

Made from section of large long bone, sub-square, of 
trapezoidal section, digits represented by single ring­
and-dot motifs, unconventionally numbered L.10.0, 
W.9.6, T.6.7mm 3317 sf4264 (P6a) (Fig.941) 

8165 Probab ly made from sec ti on of large long bone, 
cuboid, digits represented by single ring-and-dot mo­
tifs, conventiona lly numbered L.7.5, W.7.5, T.7.5mm 
8014 sf9308 (P7c) 

Perforated long bone 
8166 Horse accessory metapodial, one end with two holes, 

one cut axially through the top, other cut transversely 
from one face just below and joining up. The bone 
tapers naturally to the other end, where the tip has 
been broken away L.76.0, W.21.5, T.16.0mm 4050 sf517 
(P7b) (Fig.948) 

Pinner' s bone 
8167 Made from a horse metapodial, the distal end cut from 

both sides at an angle to form a point. ll1e proximal 
end has been removed, and four large face ts have been 
cut, one on each side. One side has been partially split 
away at this end, the other three sides have deep 
grooves cut into them, and there are traces of copper 
alloy staini ng on all sides L.178.3, W.38.3, T.28.2mm 
u / s sf7789 (Fig .949) 

Unknown object 
8168 Made from a strip of long bone, incomplete, with s tem 

of piano-convex section, tapering to each end from 
centre, both tips broken off. The convex face and both 
sides have been facet cut all over L.112.8, W.11.1, 
T.6.6mm 4802 sm24 (P6a) 

Ivory 

Handle 
8169 Whittle tang knife hand le with round cross-section; 

copper alloy collar with an incised line around each 
margin at the head; plated . Blade back horizontal for 
42mm and then sloping down at c.5° towards the tip, 
w hich is missing because of corrosion; cutting edge is 
5-shaped, but curves up markedly towards the tip 
L.28; knife: L.178; blade: L.120, W.20, T.5mm 2162 
sf4945 (P6b) 
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Provenances 

Finds were recovered from contexts on the sites 
as follows; context numbers are given in Roman 
characters, catalogue numbers in italics. 

16-22 Coppergate 

1034: 7086; 1101: 7617; 1283: 7101 , 7253, 7618, 7626, 7816; 1314: 
6712; 1363: 6841 ; 1390: 7184; 1404: 7680; 1442: 7358; 1449: 7020; 
1455: 735~1473: 6673, 6883,6999, 7138,7288, 7293, 7337,7469-70, 
7574; 1478: 7085, 7635; 1489: 7016; 1502: 7116, 7520; 1506: 6978, 
7086, 7664; 1538: 7860; 1541: 7086; 1572: 7395; 1623: 7252; 2078: 
6687; 2078: 6709,7442,7444, 7566;2080: 6710,6849,7769-70, 7829, 
7855-6;2099: 7571; 2179: 6850, 7086; 2189: 7616;2193: 7086; 2195: 
7086; 2232: 7021 ; 2260: 7435; 2275: 7607; 2284: 7354, 7513, 7845; 
2296: 7441; 2302: 7475; 2307: 6908; 2313: 7443; 2332: 7619; 2347: 
7436; 2382: 7086; 2409: 6806; 2411: 7573; 2437: 6995; 2445: 6881; 
2457: 7288; 2460: 7572; 2462: 7886; 2586: 7356; 2587: 7892; 2677: 
7563; 2680: 7064; 2686: 6939; 2736: 7276; 2760: 7169; 2782: 7086; 
2791: 7309, 7365; 2830: 7301; 2875: 7432, 7461, 7778; 2921: 6940, 
7086; 2974: 7170, 7288, 7338; 3069: 7817; 3150: 7666; 3178: 7262; 
3235: 7100, 7444, 7663, 7891; 3237: 7360; 3256: 7481 , 7665; 3258: 
6753, 7288; 3344: 7448; 3362: 6813, 6977; 3401: 6954, 7809, 7811; 
3403: 6668; 3411: 6749; 3433: 7019; 3440: 6953; 3442: 7085; 3445: 
7744; 3447: 6783; 3453: 7479; 3462: 6834, 6892; 3463: 7795; 3493: 
6675; 3507: 7597; 3519: 7219, 7220; 3549: 6971; 3588: 7867; 3625: 
7595, 7659; 3644: 7419; 3646: 7594; 3764: 7439; 4028: 7025; 4175: 
7812; 4184: 7250; 4213: 7518; 4448: 7042; 4473: 7288; 4519: 7366; 
4528: 6758; 4535: 7614; 4597: 7727; 4612: 7626; 46:2,0: 6748, 6776, 
6784, 6956, 7086, 7098-9, 7116, 7155, 7168, 7182, 7333, 7369, 7438, 
7442, 7444, 7519, 7615, 7889; 4658: 7067; 4693: 71 54; 4763: 7315; 
4784: 7197; 4915: 6914, 7086; 4998: 7609; 

5025: 7300; 5230: 7085; 5231: 6865, 7151; 5238: 6866, 7077; 5239: 
7232; 5241 : 7085; 5246: 7396; 5262: 7251; 5321: 6884, 7085; 5331 : 
7116, 7287, 7423; 5345: 7696; 5348: 7065, 7073, 7118, 7181 , 7364, 
7420, 7480; 5372: 7097; 5384: 7515; 5395: 7179, 7604-5, 7884; 5415: 
6967, 7178, 7216, 7405, 7420, 7524, 7843, 7859; 5426: 7000; 5484: 
6973-4, 7261,7525;5485: 7184; 5539: 7085;5588: 6941 , 7502; 5669: 
7626, 7780; 5672: 7001; 5673: 6885; 5714: 6805; 5749: 7661 ; 5772: 
7002; 5775: 6760, 7085; 5777: 7626; 5801: 6744; 5803: 7516; 5848: 
6960; 5889: 6851; 5893: 7087, 7140; 5906: 6951 , 7393; 5975: 7626, 
7846; 5976: 6678, 7806; 5981: 6801 , 7116, 7180, 7286, 7297, 7476, 
7802; 6035: 7119; 6119: 7184; 6258: 6952, 7080, 7095, 7184, 7249, 
7355, 7394, 7434, 7606, 7682, 7844, 7873-4; 6261: 7608; 6284: 6716, 
6737, 6912, 6944, 7245, 7288; 6285: 6767; 6291: 7288, 7715; 6304: 
7436;6339: 7093, 7288(2), 7603, 7872; 6350: 7580;6359: 7008;6378: 
6839; 6396: 7256; 6424: 7439; 6433: 7785; 6434: 7582; 6437: 7009; 
6570: 6775, 6965; 6774: 6839, 7221 , 7436, 7871; 6781 : 7793; 6789: 
6914, 7192; 6835: 6842; 6836: 6772, 7333; 6857: 7601; 6923: 7436; 
6924: 7593; 6932: 6912, 7507; 6951 : 7747; 6952: 7367; 7003: 7681; 
7061: 6754; 7231: 7184; 7251 : 7576; 7296: 7036; 7320: 7353; 7348: 
7292; 7362: 7085, 7213; 7377: 6815; 7457: 7184; 7480: 7037, 7445; 
7483: 7184, 7657; 7500: 7277; 7589: 7373, 7385, 7445; 7595: 7503; 
7668: 7636; 7669: 7294; 7782: 7611 , 7643; 7804: 7577; 7805: 6834; 
7812: 6834;7868: 7149, 7333,7410, 7512; 7895: 7196;7949: 7810; 

8010: 7499; 8023: 7431 ; 8168: 7436; 8232: 6938, 7166; 8253: 6907, 
7084, 7880; 8258: 7254, 7768; 8282: 7437, 7459; 8290: 6996, 7494; 
8304: 7359, 7424, 7814; 8358: 7256, 7275, 7336, 7384, 7412, 7564; 
8433: 7204; 8444: 6861 , 7500, 7779; 8452: 6757, 7085; 8453: 7654; 
8454: 7402; 8491: 6791; 8499: 7046; 8508: 6711; 8525: 7575; 8598: 
6824; 8695: 7139; 8760: 6834, 6914; 8802: 7137; 8843: 7535; 8844: 
7271 ; 8874: 7444; 8894: 6804; 9078: 7333, 7425; 9105: 7157; 9129: 
7060; 9196: 7815; 9208: 7184; 9213: 7436; 9224: 6690, 6763, 6817, 
6867, 6976, 7112, 7288, 7405, 7445, 7662, 7813; 9248: 7314; 9252: 
7848; 9274: 6768, 7858; 9277: 6868, 7288; 9302: 7288; 9305: 6975, 
7085, 7117, 7232, 7313, 7444, 7517, 7626, 7807, 7896; 9330: 7085, 
7299, 7644, 7725; 9350: 7716; 9368: 7656; 9394: 7442; 9449: 7501; 
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9450: 6814, 7627; 9510: 71 84, 7752; 9617: 7222; 9641 : 71 83; 9721 : 
7003; 9722: 6713;9797: 6912, 7596;9802: 6972; 10370: 6777; 10527: 
7158; 10641: 7041; 10877: 7068; 10880: 7887; 10977: 7223, 7229; 
11023: 7193; 11125: 7007; 11303: 7645; 11304: 6692; 11378: 7162, 
7612,7613;11379:7085,7195; 11382: 6779;11416:7726; 11455:6780; 
11458: 7861; 11545: 6725; 11632: 7803; 11638: 6834; 11647: 7085; 
11723: 7194; 11728: 6955; 11758: 7022; 11763: 6750; 11789: 6693; 
11818: 7059; 11883: 6691; 11953: 7626; 11958: 7116; 12005: 7114, 
7735; 12389: 7153; 12410: 7626; 12412: 7116; 12485: 6724; 12572: 
7085; 12635: 7213; 12647: 7875; 12671: 6816; 12680: 7061; 12839: 
7610; 12922: 7085; 13005: 711 3; 13039: 7024; 13095: 6860; 13115: 
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7241 , 7335; 20747: 6671, 6761, 7321 , 7382, 7405, 7483; 20749: 6662; 
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Watching Brief 

1055: 7915; 1205: 7914; 1247: 7899; 1384: 7907; 1477: 7901; 1478: 
7898; 1546: 7908; 1777: 7902; 2050: 7897, 7903-5; 2076: 7911-12; 
2093: 7906,7910,7918 

Unprovenanced: 7900,7909,7913, 7916-17,7919-20 

22 Piccadilly 

1029: 7951; 1031: 7926, 7942, 7947; 1040: 7940; 1058: 7948; 2042: 
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Bedem Foundry 
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2061 



College of The Bed em Vicars Choral 

Bedem North-East (1978-9.14.ll, 1979-80.14.IV) 

1000: 8044; 1044: 8047; 1067: 7998; 1117: 8016, 8042; 1156: 8114; 
1212: 8073; 1216: 8027; 1238: 8074; 1267: 8117; 1279: 8100; 1392: 
7990; 1407: 8087; 1447: 8082; 15058: 8108; 1549: 8022; 1614: 8065; 
1647: 7995; 1668: 8023; 1712: 7986, 8104; 1766: 8095; 4000: 8045, 
8080; 4116: 7989; 4121: 8030; 4165: 8079; 4180: 8005; 4200: 8096; 
4260: 8024;4290: 7999; 4379: 8038 

Unprovenanced: 8048 

Bedem South-East (1976-9.13.)() 

5084: 8012; 5146: 8060; 5180: 8039; 5194: 8043; 5195: 8088; 51%: 
8031; 5211: 8019; 5219: 8017; 5237: 7988; 5245: 8102; 5248: 8066; 
5268: 8008, 8062, 8086; 5270: 7992; 5287: 7996; 5292: 7987, 8109; 
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7606:8014;7617:8015;7631:7994 

Unprovenanced:8003,8053 

2062 

Bedem long trench (1973-5.13.ill/IV) 

1055: 8110; 1086: 8058; 1131: 8006, 8092, 8093, 8105; 1203: 8094, 
8097, 8101; 1210: 8089, 8099, 8103, 8106, 8113; 1214: 8091; 1216: 
8098;1512:8018;1514: 8010;1561 : 8020;1592 : 800~1649: 8081,8090 

Unprovenanced: 8000-2, 8004, 8072 

The Bedem Chapel 

9014: 8118;9022: 8120; 9041: 8119;9059: 8121 

2Aldwark 

3006: 8124; 3047: 8123; 3073: 8122 

46-54 Fishergate 

1056: 8159; 1290: 8160; 1384: 8142; 2162: 8169; 2205: 8143; 2259: 
8132; 3144: 8147; 3218: 8157; 3240: 8158; 3282: 8148; 3317: 8164; 
3334: 8130, 8140; 3335: 8128; 3342: 8126, 8162; 3352: 8135; 4023: 
8144; 4050: 8166; 4078: 8150; 4710: 8127; 4716: 8129; 4802: 8146, 
8168; 5013: 8136; 5261: 8141, 8163; 5289: 8139; 5305: 8152; 5375: 
8131; 5261: 8134; 7035: 8153; 7054: 8145; 7079: 8154; 7198: 8156; 
8014:8165;8030:8149;10002:8155; 10054:8137;10084:8133;10085: 
8138 

Unprovenanced: 812~8151 , 8161,8167 
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Summary 

This report presents bone, antler, ivory and horn 
manu fac turing debris and objects from five loca tions 
in the city of York. The date range covered by the 
assemblage is c.850 to c.1450. The bulk of the material 
is of Anglo-Sca ndinavian da te (c.850-late 11th cen­
tury) and was recovered from excavations of 
well-preserved structures and associated fea tures at 
16-22 Copperga te. Medieval material fro m that site 
and from the College of the Vicars Choral at The 
Bedern and the Priory of St Andrew, 46- 54 Fisher­
ga te, is also included . The smaller assemblages of 
pos t-Roman material from the Copperga te Watch­
ing Brief and from 22 Piccad illy produced further 
comparable m ateria l. Taken toge ther, these si tes 
provide a very detailed picture of the production 
processes and the many uses of bone, antler, ivory 
and horn over a period of six centuries. 

The report includes a brief description of the sites 
from which the m aterial was recovered . This is fol­
lowed by a discussion of the conservation techn iques 
used to preserve these assemblages, and of the prob­
lems associated with identification of the va rious 
materials under discussion. 

The res t of the report presents the material in two 
main sections. The firs t section, 'Craft and Industry', 
d escribes and evaluates the evidence fo r the produc­
tion of objects. Most of this evidence is for the 
manufacture of antler combs during the Anglo-

Scandinavian period at 16-22 Copperga te, but there 
is also evidence that beads were produced at this site, 
on a much more limited scale. The question of pro­
fessional as opposed to domestic production is 
discussed , and the possible loca tion of workshops is 
described . 

The second section, 'Everyd ay Life', presents the 
wide range of artefact types which were not neces­
sa rily made on the sites under discussion, but which 
were used on them for a varie ty of functions. These 
range from simply modified bone points to personal 
items which are skilfully d ecorated . They include 
motif pieces, gaming pieces, parts of musical in­
struments, w riting equipm ent, tex tile making equip­
ment and many other forms. 

A thi rd section attempts to bring together general 
conclusions from the s tudy of this material. The ev i­
dence for manufac turing of objects is placed in a 
wider social and economic contex t. The differences 
in composition between the assemblages from the 
secular sites (Copperga te and Piccad illy) and the 
ecclesias tica l sites (The Bedern and Fisherga te) are 
inves tiga ted, and the different cultural influences 
reflected in the different assemblages is also exam­
ined . 

A catalogue of all the material recovered from the 
sites and a provenance concordance completes the 
report. 
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Resume 

Ce rapport pn~sente des debris de fabrication et 
objets en os, bois de cerf, ivoire et come decouverts 
sur cinq sites dans la ville d'York. L'ensemble date 
d'environ 850 a 1450. La plupart du m ateriel es t 
anglo-scandinave (d'environ 850 a la fin du lleme) 
et a ete deco uvert lors de fouilles de structures bien 
conservees et strates associees au 16-22 Coppergate. 
L'ensemble inclut egalement le materiel medieval 
provenant de ce site et du College of the Vicars 
Choral a Bedem ainsi que du Prieure de S. Andre, 
46-54 Fishergate. Les plus petits ensembles de 
materiel post-romain provenant du Coppergate 
Watching Brief et du 22 Piccadilly ont produit 
d'autres objets comparables. Ces sites dans leur en­
semble donnent un apen;u tres detaille des procedes 
de production et des nombreuses utilisa tions de l'os, 
du bois de cerf, de l' ivoire et de la come pendant six 
siecles. 

Le rapport comprend une breve description des 
sites ou les objets ont ete decouverts. Y fait suite une 
discussion des techniques de conserva tion utilisees 
pour la preserva tion de ces ensembles, et des 
problemes lies a !' identifica tion des diverses pieces 
etudiees. 

Le reste du rapport presente le materiel en deux 
sections principales. La premiere section 'Artisanat 
et Industrie' decrit et evalue les indices de produc­
tion d'objets. La plupart de ces indices concem ent la 
fabrication de peignes en bois de cerf pendant la 
periode anglo-scandinave au 16-22 Coppergate 
m a is il ex iste egalement des ind ices de prod uction de 
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perles sur ce si te, sur une echelle bien plus limitee. 
Le probleme pose pa r !'opposition entre la produc­
tion profess ionnelle et la production domestique es t 
souleve et !'emplacement eventuel des ateliers es t 
decrit. 

La deuxieme section, 'Vie quotidienne', presente 
une grande variete de types d'objets fa<;onnes qui 
n'ont pas ete forcement fabriques sur les sites etudies 
actuellement mais qui on t ete utilises sur ces sites a 
diverses fins. Ces objets vont de pointes en os sim­
plement modifiees a des articles personnels 
habilement decores. Parmi ces articles, il y a des 
ebauches des modeles, des pieces de jeu, des mor­
ceaux d'instruments musicaux, du materiel pour 
ecrire, du materiel de fabrication des textiles et bien 
d'autres formes. 

Une troisieme section tente de rassembler plu­
sieurs conclusions generales tirees de !'etude d ce 
materiel. Les indices de fabrica tion des objets sont 
places dans un plus vas te contex te social et 
economique. Les differences de composi tion entre 
les ensembles provenant des sites seculaires (Cop­
perga te et Piccadilly) et des si tes ecclesias tiques (The 
Bedern et Fisherga te) sont etudiees et les differentes 
influences culturelles refletees dans les d ifferents en­
sembles sont egalement exa minees. 

Un ca talogue de tous les objets decouverts sur les 
sites et une liste de concordance du m ateriel et de sa 
provenance completent le rapport. 



Zusammenfassung 

Dieser Bericht legt Abfalle und Gegenstande aus 
der Knochen-, Geweih-, Elfenbein-und Hornverar­
beitung aus fUnf Fundstellen in der City von York 
vor. Die Datierung der Ansammlung reicht von ci rca 
850 bis circa 1450. Der groj3te Teil des Materials ist 
anglo-skandinavischen Datums (circa 850 bis zum 
ausgehenden 11. Jahrhundert) und wurde in guter­
haltenen Gebauden und angrenzenden Anlagen in 
16-22 Coppergate gefunden. Mittelalterliches Mate­
rial aus dieser Grabungsstelle und a us dem College 
of the Vicars Choral in The Bedern, sowie der Priorei 
St Andrew, in 46-54 Fishergate wird ebenfalls 
behandelt. Die kleineren Ansammlungen nach­
romischen Materials aus Feldbeobachtungen in 
Coppergate und 22 Piccadilly erbrachten vergleich­
bares Material. Zusammengenommen liefern diese 
Fundstellen ein sehr detailiertes Bild der Bearbei­
tungsweisen und des vielfaltigen Gebrauches von 
Knochen, Geweih, Elfenbein und Horn uber einen 
Zeitraum von sechshundert Jahren. 

Der Bericht enthalt eine kurze Beschreibung der 
Fundstellen, aus denen dieses Material geborgen 
wurde. Daran schlief3t sich eine Diskussion der Kon­
servierungstechniken an, die benutzt wurden, urn 
diese Ansammlungen zu erhalten. Ebenfalls disku­
tiert werden die Probleme, die m it der Id entifikation 
der verschiedenen, erwahnten Materialien zusam­
menhangen. 

Der Rest des Berichtes legt das Material in zwei 
Hauptabschnitte unterteilt vor. Der erste Abschnitt, 
'Handwerk und Tndustrie', beschreibt und bewertet 
die Hinweise fUr die Produktion der Gegenstande. 
Der Hauptteil des Beweismaterials bezieht sich auf 
die Herstellung von Kammen a us Geweih wahrend 

der anglo-skandinavischen Zeit in 16-22 Copper­
gate; es liegen aber aud1 Anhaltspunkte dafUr vor, 
daj3 an diesem Ort auf3erdem Perlen gefertigt wur­
den, dies jedoch in geringerem Maj3e. Die Frage der 
gewerblichen im Gegensatz zur hauslichen Herstel­
lung wird diskutiert und die mogliche Lage von 
Werkstatten wird beschrieben. 

Der zweite Abschnitt, 'Tagliches Leben', legt eine 
weite Auswahl von Artefakttypen vor, die nicht un­
bedingt auf den diskutierten Fundstellen hergestellt 
warden sind, aber dort jedoch in einer Reihe von 
Funktionen benutzt wurden . Sie reichen von ein­
fachen, leicht veranderten Knochenspitzen bis Z U 

personlichen Gegenstanden, die kunstvoll verziert 
waren. Unter ihnen befinden sich sich Motivsti.icke, 
Spielsteine, Teile von M usikinstrumenten, Schreib­
zeug, Gerate fur die TextiU1erstellung und viele 
andere Formen. 

Ein dritter Abschnitt versucht eine uberblickende 
Zusammenfassung der Untersuchungen in dieses 
Material zu erstellen. Die Beweise fur die Herstel­
lung der Gegenstande werden in einen 
umfassenden, sozialen und okonomischen Zusam­
menhang eingebettet. Die Unterschiede zwischen 
den Ansammlungen auf den sekularen Fundstellen 
(Coppergate und Piccadilly) und den ekklesias tis­
chen Fundstellen (The Bedern und Fishergate) 
werden untersucht, weiterhin werden die unter­
schiedlichen kulturellen Einflusse, die sich in den 
verschiedenen Ansammlungen wiederspiegeln un­
tersucht. Ein Katalog alien Materials, das auf den 
Fundstellen gefunden wurde und eine Konkordanz 
der Provenienzen vervollstandigen den Bericht. 
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Notes 

1 Most antlers from carcasses have simply been 
wrenched from the skull, the frontal bones brea king 
along their natural sutures. Only 7259 and 7260 have 
been removed by cutting through the pedicles wi th an 
axe. 

2 The terminology adop ted here is that used in Mac­
Gregor 1985 (73-7). This is not markedly at variance 
with that proposed elsewhere by Galloway (1976) . 

3 A similar salmonid vertebral centrum, axially perfor­
ated, from a late Sax on level at Marefair, Northampton, 
was tentatively identified as a roller or guide (A.K.G. 
Jones, in Williams, F., 1979, 76). 

4 A comb from Clifford Street combines split rib side 
plates with antler tooth plates (MacGregor 1978, 
fig .29.10); its dimensions (and standard of finish) a re 
identical to those made entirely of antler. 

5 Microscopic examination shows what appears to be a 
single pair of repeating impressions rather than a se-
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quence as would result from a toothed wheel. In addi­
tion, effective use of such a wheel (for which no direct 
ev idence can in any case be found) would almost cer­
tain ly involve softening the bone by soaking before­
hand, whereas the manner in which the double lines 
cu rve to avoid certain rivets indicates that the decora­
tion was applied after the bone strips had been fixed in 
place, which would rule out this possibility. Interest­
ingly, the distance between the pai r of lines is identical 
to the radius of the ring-and-dot motifs, suggesting 
that the same tool ma y have been used to incise both 
types of ornament. 

6 Lead points, used for ruling lines, ca me from The 
Bedern and Fishergate, and wi ll be discussed in 
Ottaway and Rogers AY 17. 

7 7861 is faceted on the outer surface like the prepa red 
tine 7375 mentioned above. 



Abbreviations 

Most abbrev iations used a re those recommended by the 

Council for British Arch aeology. With the exception of 

the following, other abbrevia tions used in biblio­

graphical references in the text a re explained in the 

Bibliography below. 
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adhesives, traces of, 1900 
Aldwark 

1-5, manufacturing evidence, 1873, 1979 
2, excava tion summary, 1890-1 
21-33, manufacturing evidence, 1873 
loca ti on of si tes, 1870, 1888 

a mulets, 1915, 1941,1942 
antler 

availabi lity, 1905--Q, 2004 
conservation, 1900-1 
id en ti fi ca tion, 1900 
p reserva tion, 1871, 1898 
see n/so tines 

antler working 
debris and waste 

by site: The Bedem, 1903, 1904, 1905; Copperga te, 
1903, 1904, 1905, 1906-12; Fisherga te, 1903, 1904, 
1905, 1912; Piccadilly, 1903, 190~ 1909, 1911 

by type: bea ms, 1908-9, 1910; burrs, 1906-7, 1909; 
cancellous and compact tissue, 1910; crown offcuts, 
1908, 1909; roughouts and worked fragments, 
1911-12; shavings, 1910, 1912; tines and tine tips, 
1908-9 

nature of, 2005--Q 
pas t resea rch, 1872-3 
tools, 1903 
see also comb making; spindle whorls, manufacture of 

anvils?, 2001 
awls?, 1988, 1990,2000,2001 

Back Swinegate, see Little Stonega te / Back Swinega te 
Ballinderry Crannog (Ireland), ga ming board, 1982 
Battle Abbey (E Sussex), to ilet se t, 1941 
beads / buttons 

described, 1944, 1945 
manufacture of, 1903, 1916, 1922, 1945, 2006 

Bedern, The 
excavation summary, 1887, 1888, 1889-91 
location, 1870 
see also antler working; bone worki ng; College of the 

Vicars Choral 
Bergen (Norway), spindle whorls, 1967 
Berl in-Spandau (Germany), ska tes, 1985 
Birka (Sweden) 

combs, 1930,1935, 1939,2006 
gaming pieces, 1981 

Bishophill Senior, 37 
location, 1870 
manufacturing ev idence, 1873 

Blossom Street, 14-20 
location, 1870 
manufacturing evidence, 1873 

boa rd ga mes, sec gam ing pieces 
bone 

conserva tion, 1900-1 
identifica tion, 1900 
preservation, 1871, 1898 

bone worki ng 
debris and waste 

by si te: The Bedern, 1903, 1913, 7922; Coppergate, 
1903, 1913, 1914- 15, 1922, 1965, 1967; Fishergate, 
1903, 1913, 191 5 

by type: limb bones, 1913, 1914, 1915; ribs, 191 3, 7974; 
roughouts, 1915; 

w hale bones, 1915; miscellaneous, 7 915 
nature of, 2005--{i 
past resea rch, 1872-3 
tools, 1903 
see nlso beads / buttons, manu facture of; comb ma king; 

spindle whorl s, manufacture of 
Bordesley Abbey (Her and Wore), styli , 1975 
bow saw, 1945, 1946-7 
box lid mounts, see casket mounts 1111der mounts and fittings 
buckle, 1942 
bumishers, 1915, 1976 
burrs, ut ilised, 2001, 2002; see nlso antler wo rking 
butch ry, 1885, 1913 
buttons, see beads/buttons 
buzz bones, see toggles / 'buzz bones' 
Bytom (Poland), handle, 1971 

Ca nterbury (Kent), gaming board, 1981 
casket lid mounts, see caske t mounts 1111der mounts and 

fittings 
Castle Acre (Norfolk), pins, 1949 

astlega te, manufacturing evidence, 2005 
Castlega te / Copperga te, box li d, 1958, 1959 
clamps, 1996, 1997 
Clifford Street 

5-13, manufac turing ev idence, 1873 
23, mnnufacturing ev idence, 1873 
Friends' Meeting House 

assemblage, 1872, 2005; lucet , 1922, 1995--Q; sp indle 
whorls, 1966 ,_ 

loca tion of si tes, 1870 
comb from, 2068n 

College of the Vicars Choral 
antler fragments, 1904 
assemblage, 1923 
excava tion summary, 1887, 1888, 1889 
ga mes, 1981 
musica l instruments, 1978, 1979, 1980, 2004, 2006 
w rit ing equipment, 1975, 1976, 2004 



comb cases 
described, 1938, 1939, 1940 
making and repairing, 1872, 1873, 1953 

comb making 
by site 

The Bedern, 1917; Copperga te, 1903-4, 1917-19, 1920, 
1921-2, 2004, 2005; Fishergate, 1872, 1918; Pic­
cadilly, 1917 

evidence 
described, 1911, 1912, 1916-19; distribution, 1919, 

1920,1921-2,2005 
methodology, 1917 
past research, 1872-3 
raw materials, 2004, 2006 
tools, 1997 

combs 
conserva tion, 1900, 1901 
decoration, 1935-9 
described, by type 

double-sided, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1937--8; handled, 
1934-5, 1938; one-piece, 1939-40; single-sided, 
1923-31, 1932, 1935-7 

?horn, 1953-4 
preservation, 1898, 1899 
rivets, 1931, 1934 
style, 2004 
wooden, 1925 

conservation, 1900-1 
Coppergate 

5, manufacturing evidence, 1873, 1997 
16-22, excavation summary (i//us), 1874--85 
loca tion of sites, 1870 
see also antler working; bone working; Castlegate / Cop-

pergate; comb making; horn working 
corers?, 1973, 1974 
counters, see gaming pieces 
Coventry (W Mids), Grammar School, 1976 

decoration 
by object 

antler tines, 1993-4; combs, 1935-9; handles, 1973; 
lucets, 1995-6; motif pieces, 1961, 1963; s trap-ends, 
1943; tuning key, 1979--80 

changes/influences, 2004,2006-7 
dice 

described, 1981,1982,1983,1985 
X-radiography, 1901 

Dorestad (Netherlands), gaming pieces, 1981 
Dublin (Ireland), bone and antler material, 1923, 2006 

bow saw, 1945, 1947 
combs, 1939,2006 
motif piece, 1963, 2006 

ferrules, 1998-9, 2000 
finger rings, 1922, 1943, 1998 
Fishergate, 46-54 

excava tion summa ry (i//us), 1891--8 
location, 1870 
sec also antler working; bone working; comb making; 

horn working; priory of St Andrew 
fittings, see mounts and fittin gs 
friary, Carmelite, 1975 

gaming pieces 
described, 1981, 1982, 2000, 2001 
manufacture of, 1922 

11 

Scandinavia n influence, 2006 
Gloucester (Glos) 

bone mounted box, 1959 
gaming boards, 1981, 1982 

Goodramgate 
finds, 1872 
location, 1870 

graffito, 1938, 1939; see also inscription 

hair, traces on comb teeth, 1900 
Hamwic (Hants), whale bone, 1915 
handles 

by type 
?clasp-knife, 2000, 2001; comb, 1934-5; sca le, 1972, 

1973;socketed, 1970,1971-2 
functional and stylistic adaptions, 2004 
manufacture of, 1913, 1915, 2005 
spacers as part of, 1996 

head lice, 1900 
Hedeby (Denmark) 

clamps, 1997 
combs, 1939,2006 
pins, 1949 

Hereford (Her and Wore), combs, 1926 
Hewett, William, 1872 
High Ousegate 

finds, 1872, 1873 
loca tion, 1870 

lmefatafl, 1982 
horn 

?combs, 1953-4 
conserva tion, 1901 
preservation, 1871, 1898-9 

horn working, 1872-3, 2006 
evidence, by site 

Coppergate, 1916; Fishergate, 1916; Piccadilly, 1885, 
1886, 1903, 1916 

Hornpot Lane 
horn industry, 1873 
loca tion, 1870 

hospital of St Ma ry, 1979 

identifica tion of raw materia l, 1899-1900 
inlay, 1900 
inscription, 1970, 1972; see also gra ffito 
ivory 

conservation, 1900, 1901 
objects 

comb, 1939; dice, 1982, 1983, 1985; finger ring, 1943; 
ga ming pieces, 1981, 1982; handle, 1972-3 

occurrence, 1871-2,2006 
preservation, 1898 

ivory working, 1873, 191 6 

Jarlshof (Shetland) 
ga ming p iece, 1981 
pin, 1949, 2006 
tine, decorated, 1993 

Jewbury 
loca tion, 1870 
manufacturing ev idence, 1873 

King's Lynn (Norfolk), styli, 1975 
King's Square 

location, 1870 
manufacturing ev idence, 1873 



Lakenheath Fen (Suffolk), sword pommel, 1945 
la the-turned objects, see ferrules; ga ming pieces; spindle 

whorls; styli / parchment prickers; thread-reels 
Leadmill Lane 

location, 1870 
manufacturing ev idence, 1872, 1953 

lea therworking tools, 1991; see also awls 
Lincoln (Lines) 

clamps, 1997 
mounts, 1954 
phallus, 1941 
spindle whorls, 1966 

Little Stonegate / Back Swinegate 
location, 1870 
manufacturing ev idence, 1873 
styli, 1975 

London, bone and antler material, 2007 
handles, 1973 
spindle whorls, 1967 
sword pommel, 1945 
toilet sets, 1941 

long bones, perforated, 1991, 1992, 1993 
Li.ibeck (Germany), writing equipment, 1976 
lucets, 1922,1994,1 995, 1996,2007 
Ludgershall Castle (Wilts), box lid, 1958, 1959 
Lund (Sweden) 

combs, 2006 
thread-makers, 1994 

manufacturing evidence, 1872-3; see also antler working; 
bone working; horn working; ivory working 

Marefair (Northants), roller I guide, 2068n 
metal working tools, see moulds; pens; pinner's bone 
Micklegate, 1-9 

location, 1870 
manufacturing ev idence, 1873 

Minster 
mounts, 1954, 1959 
point, 1991 
styli, 1975 

miscellanea, 2001, 2002, 2003 
motif pieces 

described, 1960,1961, 1962-3 
manufacture o f, 2005 
in mould production, 1905 
stylistic influences, 2006, 2007 

moulds, 1060,1905, 1963,2005 
mounts and fittings 

by type 
casket mounts, 1954, 1955- 9; riveted , 1952, 7953, 1954 

conservation, 1901 
musical instruments, 2004; sec also stringed instrument; 

toggles/'buzz bones'; tubes/ pipes; tuning key; tuning 
pegs; whistles 

needles, 1950-1 , 1968 
North Street pumping s tation 

location, 1870 
manufacturing ev idence, 1873 

Northampton (Northants) 
spindle whorls, 1967 
tubes, 1977 

Norwich (Norfolk) 
ba ne and antler material, 1954, 1993,2007 
gaming board, 1981 

Oslo (Norway), handle, 1971 

Ill 

Oxford (Oxon), workshop, 1979,2006 

packaging, 1901 
packing ma terial, in handles, 1971 
Paragon Street, Barbican Leisure Centre 

loca tion, 1870 
manufacturing evidence, 1873 

Parliament Street 
11-13, manufacturing ev idence, 1873 
44-5, horn working, 1873 
sewer trench, manufacturing ev idence, 1873 
location o f sites, 1870 

Pavement 
6--S 

comb end plate, 1932; manufacturing ev idence, 1873, 
2005; scoop, 1974; socketed points, 1989; spindle 
whorls, 1966; wedges, 1997 

All Saints, manufacturing ev idence, 1873 
C19 finds, 1872 
loca tion of sites, 1870 

pegs?, 1992, 2001 ,2002 
pens, 1976,2004 
phallic amulet, 1941 
Piccadilly 

17-21 , bone and antler material , 1872 
22, excava tion summary, 1874, 1885- 7 
41, manufacturing evidence, 1872 
50, bone and antler material, 1872 
84, comb making, 1872 
loca tion of sites, 1870 
see also antler working; horn workin g 

picker-cum-beaters, sec pin-bea ters 
pin-beaters 

described, 1966, 1967, 1968 
manufacture of, 1922, 1967 

pinner' s bone, 1992, 1993 
pms 

described, 1948-9 
by type: crutch-headed, 1948, 1949; diminutive, 1948, 

1949; disc-headed , 1948, 1949; pig fibul ae, 1880, 
1950-1 ; shanks, 1952; spherica l-headed, 1948, 
1949- 50; zoomorphic, 1948, 1949; miscellaneous 
perforated , 1951, 1952 

manufacture of, 1922, 2005 
metal, decora ti ve, 1973, 200-l; see also ri vets 
styli / parchment prickers identified as, 1975 

pipes, sec tubes/pipes 
points, 1988, 1990; see also socketed points 
preserva tion, 1898- 9 
priory of St Andrew 

assemblage, 1923 
beads, 1944 
exca vation summary, 1893, 1894-5, 1896 
styli / parchment prickers, 1975, 200-l 

Railway Sta tion si te, motif piece, 1961, 1996 
Raine, A., 1872 
raw materials, 2006 
recrea tional objects, see dice; ga ming p ieces; skates 
repaired items, 1933 
Ribe (Denmark), combs, 2006 
rin gs, see fin ger rings 
rivets 

combs, 1931, 1934 
mounts, 1952 

rosaries, 19-l-1 , 19-15, 200-1 
Roug ier, joscph, 1873 



savv, see bo\v sa\\' 
schools, 1975-6, 2004 
scoops, 1913, 1941, 1973, 1974 
scrapers, 1913, 1914 
Shambles, 34, spindle whorl, 1966 
sieving, 1912, 1918 
Sigtuna (Sweden) 

pins, 1949 
spindle whorl, 1967 

skates, 1984-7, 1989 
Skeldergate, 23--8 

location, 1870 
manufacturing evidence, 1873 

socketed points, 1988, 1989, 1990 
Southampton (Hants), styli, 1975 
spacers, 1996 
spindle whorls 

described, 1964 1965, 1966-7, 1971 
manufacture of, 1909, 1965 

?spinning top, 2000, 2001 
spoons, 1973 
staining, 1898, 1899, 1993 
storage, 1901 
strap-ends 

described, 1942, 1943, 2007 
manufacture of, 1903, 1922, 2005 

stringed instrument fragment, 1979, 1980 
styli/parchment prickers, 1949, 1974-5, 1976, 2004 
Swinegate, 12-18, writing equipment, 1975 
sword pommel, 1915, 1945 

tabula, 1982 
Tanner Row, 24-30 

location, 18 71 
workshop, 1873 

teeth, 1915, 1941, 1988, 1990, 1991 
textile tools 

manufacture of, 1904-5, 1964, 1969, 1971,2005 
unfinished, 2003 
sec also lucets; needles; pin-beaters; :-;pindle whl'rl:-;; 

thread-reels; wea,·ing tablet 
Thetford (Norfolk) 

handles, 1971 
?lucet, 1994 
mount, 1954 
spindle whorls, 1966 
spoons and strainers, 19Tl, 1974 
tubes, 1977 

thread-reels, 1968, 1969, 1971 
thread-twisters, sec lucets 
tines 

I\' 

decorated, 1903, 1993, 1994 
hollow-based, 1998- 9 
hollowed fragments, /999 
perforated, 2000, 211(JJ 
socketed, 2000-1 
sec also antler working 

toggles, 1941, 1942 
toggles/'buzz bones', 1980, 1981 
toilet sets, 1941, 2004 
tortoiseshell, 1873 
Tower Stn'l'l, 1-2 

location, 18711 
manufacturing e\'idence, 1873 

trade, Anglo-Scandina\'i<ln period, 2006 
tubes/pipe~ 1977 
tuning key, 1922, 1979, 1980,2005,2007 
tuning pegs, 1978, 1979, 1980, 2006 
tweezers, 1941 

Union Terrace 
stvli, 1975 
ttining peg, 1979 

Upton (i\:orth<~nts), spindle whorls, 1966 

Walmgate, St 1\.'!argaret's church 
C19 finds, 1872 
location, I 8711 

Waterman, D.t\1., 1872 
WL'a\·ing t<iblet, /969 
wedges, 1997, 1998, 2001, 2()(!2, 2()()3 
weights?, 1992 
Wellingtun Ruw 

loca lion, 1870 
manufacturing e\·idence, 1873 

West Stow (Suffolk), perforated bones. 1992 
whale bone, 1915. 1933, 1945,2006 
whistles, 1913, 191·1, 1977, 1978 
Whitb\· (N Yorks), stvli, 1975 
Wincl{ester (H<~nts), bone and antler materizll, 2007 

by t)'Pe 
amulet, 1942; finger ring, 19-13; instruml'llt fragment, 

19SO; mounts, 19.'i4; needle C<l:>e, 1969; spindlL' 
whorls, 1966; spoons, 1973; styli, 1975 

Worcester (Her and Wore), pinner's bone, 1993 
workshops, 1872, 1904, 1921-2, 1979, 2005--{,; ><'<'also Oxford 
writing L'quipnwnt, 2004; sec also burnislwrs; pens; 

st\·li/p<~rchment prickers 

X-radiography, 1900-1 

Ytre Elgsnes (Nt,rway), clamps, 1997 
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